Minutes

Hermosa Beach Sister City Association

July 7, 2008

Attendees:  Deborah DeMaderios, Cathy McCurdy, Don DeMaderios, Merna Marshall, Amparito Doolittle, George Barks, Jan Brittain, Guests: Carlos Maravera, Dr. Sharon McClain, Beate Woody.

Call to Order: Deborah DeMaderios: 7:05 pm

Approval of Minutes:  Motion: Cathy McCurdy, 2nd Amparito Doolittle to approve the minutes of June 2nd, 2008. So ordered.

Treasurer’s report:  Cathy McCurdy handed out and reviewed the report.  Motion: George Barks, 2nd Merna Marshall.  So ordered.

Mention:  Carlos mentioned that $1,000.00 was provided by Presedente Yee to support Dr. Fernando’s surgery.  Advised that Dr. Fernando suffered a fall in Loreto but no details on the outcome of surgery or the fall.

Membership:  Moira Nelson was not present; Cathy McCurdy advised of $55.00 in new membership fees being collected which represents ~4 new members bring the total to ~54.

Open Discussions on Various Topics:

Presentation by Dr. McClain: Superintendent of Hermosa Beach Schools
There was a presentation slide show of the Student Exchange Program photos that Dr. McClain chaperoned.  The trip was deemed as beneficial and Dr. McClain will support the involvement of Hermosa Valley students by engaging in the following activities:

Fall 2008: 

1. Engage the Spanish Class, giving them 1st right of refusal to participate in the 2009 exchange.

2. Support presentation of the program through the school registration process ~ 08/21/08.

3. Back-to-School Night – promote the program with students and parents.

It was discussed and determined that early engagement of students will increase the interest levels and participation to the Loreto Student Exchange Program.  

Dr. McClain also shared her experience of a recent trip to China and proposed her desires to build a Mandarin Language program with Hermosa Valley.  She expressed her desires to initiate a process for adopting a Sister City in China.  She was referred to the Hermosa Beach City, Mayor Reviczky.

Update, meeting with Presidente Yee:  George Barks provided updates to include the following:

There are now approximately 10 delegates from Loreto to include their Mayor and spouse, their City Counsel, and their Fire Chief, Bomberos and Mexico City Secretary of Exterior. 

An Agenda draft was discussed and meeting objectives were shared.  It is decided that this meeting only include Hermosa Beach representatives – not Cerritos.

Deborah will work with Mayor Reviczky on the appropriate topics, agenda specifics and get a translator for the meeting.  The documents on HB Backgrounder and recommendations have been translated into Spanish.  It was recommended by Carlos to send these documents in advance of the visit to Presidente Yee.

OPEN:  Housing for delegates to be managed by Pat Love with support from George Barks and Deborah Wright.  There are still opportunities to house, if you have room, please contact Pat Love.

Dates: July 18th to 22nd.

Suggestions:

Don DeMaderios suggested that the HBSCA consider having meetings (semi-annual) with other Sister City Programs, like Manhattan and Redondo Beach or the Cerritos Program to coordinate efforts and resources as appropriate.

Vote on HB Aprons for Beer Garden and other events:  Motion to purchase 50 Aprons for a total of $250.00 by Deborah Wright, Second; George Barks, so ordered.

Auction:  Cathy McCurdy as the “chair” will be putting together the appropriate list of tasks and the volunteers to support this being a successful event.  Cathy will be conducting a meeting of those volunteers for committee on Wednesday July 9th.  Additionally, there will be discussions on the Art presented by Beate Woody.

Items not on the Agenda:

Beate Woody: Artist  

George Barks invited Beate to present her artwork as a possibility for creating items that could bring revenue to HBSCA.  She presented some samples of her artwork and shared her method of painting.  The discussion surrounded possibilities for the Auction and the specifics on her objectives and fees.  

Calendar:  

· Sister City Auction on September 28th 

· Student Exchange: George to verify with Loreto on July 17th – 24th
· Adult Trip: October 22 – 26 to take advantage of Loreto Birthday on 25th.  Actual stay dates can vary by person based on airline schedules and personal preferences.

Adjournment/Adios: 8:05pm
Respectfully submitted,

Don DeMaderios

