Minutes

Hermosa Beach Sister City Association

July 5, 2010
Attendance:  Deborah Wright DeMaderios, Pres.; George Barks, V.P.; Cathy McCurdy, Treas.; Moira Nelson, Secy.; Don DeMaderios; Amparito Doolittle; Geoff Hirsch; Claudia Lindwall; Merna Marshall
Call to Order:  Deborah Wright called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
Introduction of Guests: George Barks introduced special guest Darcy Horton, whose son, a student at Hermosa Valley, is one of the participants in this year’s Student Exchange.

Scholarship Student Update:   A gracious thank you note from 2010 Scholarship recipient Christian Murphy (Redondo Union High) was passed around the table.
Approval of Minutes:  Motion by Cathy McCurdy, 2nd Merna Marshall, to approve minutes of 4/5/10 and 6/7/10 meetings. So ordered.
Treasurer’s Report:  Income for the preceding month consisted of interest on CD accounts ($83.70), $40 in membership dues, and $18 earned in our raffle of the Ortega 120 $25 gift certificate at the Kiwanis/Chamber Nonprofit Fair.  Expenses for the month included Loreto airfares ($2994.29) and 2 scholarships ($1000).  We have $2512 left in the paramedic budget for 2010.  Motion by George Barks, 2nd Merna Marshall, to approve treasurer’s report.  All ayes.
Report on Nonprofit Mixer:  The mixer was lively and well attended. Cathy reports that the Chamber of Commerce and Kiwanis Club were pleased with the event and intend to hold it again, but next time it will be open to the public.
Update on Student Exchange:  George presented a tentative schedule of activities for the upcoming student visit from Loreto, along with projected costs.  The expected costs exceed the money remaining in this year’s budget for Student Exchange activities by$4,276.  George requested an additional $2000 and plans to work with the parents to cut costs to reduce the rest of the difference and balance the budget.  Motion by Geoff Hirsch, 2nd Cathy McCurdy, to shift $2000 from the general fund and put it toward Student Exchange activities.  So ordered. 
Two chaperones from Loreto still need places to sleep.  Merna offered her home in Lomita, but George will first look into some suggestions he received from Amparito.
International Humanitarian Award: Deborah has introduced a project to create a HBSCA International Humanitarian Award to acknowledge and thank individuals, groups, or organizations for sustained giving and volunteer work in Loreto and surrounding areas.  The key criteria for selecting recipients of the award are that they have made a significant contribution, in a positive way, to changing lives in Loreto and/or surrounding areas in BCS Mexico.  The award is intended as a prestigious recognition of the recipients that will also bring awareness of the HBSCA throughout the Hermosa Beach Community (and beyond).  Following discussion of the purpose of the award, the nominating procedures, the duties of the nomination review committee, and the design of the award itself, Cathy volunteered to contact a local source she knows to investigate the price of an appropriate trophy.
Motion by Cathy McCurdy, 2nd George Barks, to approve the creation of the HBSCA International Humanitarian Award and to budget $200 for the purchase of the first trophies.  
Update on Plans for Biannual Auction:

Motion by Don DeMaderios, 2nd George Barks, to approve the printing of tickets announcing this year’s grand prize of $1000.  So ordered.  
Merna will set up a file on Google Docs to keep track of the auction items people bring in.  Claudia, Deborah, Amp, and Cathy all volunteered to join Merna’s committee.
Nonagenda Items

► Geoff Hirsch is on the lookout for new sources of funding for HBSCA activities. As an example, he’s investigating the benefits of our possible membership in Sister Cities International.
Announcements:  
· HBSCA will provide volunteers to work in the Fiesta de las Artes beer garden over Labor Day weekend. Deborah WDeM will send out a signup sheet.
· Geoff Hirsch is now writing a weekly column on Hermosa Beach nonprofit organizations for Patch.com.  Look for his upcoming coverage of HBSCA! 

Adjournment/Adios:  8:25, by George Barks, 2nd Claudia.
Respectfully submitted,

Moira Nelson
Secretary

