Minutes

Hermosa Beach Sister City Association

September 13, 2010
Attendance:  Deborah Wright DeMaderios, Pres.; George Barks, V.P.; Cathy McCurdy, Treas.; Moira Nelson, Secy.; Beth Burke, Anna Domaradzka; Amparito Doolittle; Geoff Hirsch; Merna Marshall; Dorothy Yost
Call to Order:  Deborah Wright called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. No guests to introduce.
Approval of Minutes:  A minor correction was made to the minutes, changing the time of the auction committee meeting at George’s house to 6 p.m. Motion by Cathy McCurdy to approve as amended; George Barks 2nd; all ayes.

Treasurer’s Report:  Cathy renewed $10,000 of the CD that had matured, transferring the remaining $2600 to the check account in anticipation of upcoming expenses.  The past month’s activity includes a gain of $1000 from sales to date of auction raffle tickets.  (This means we have covered the $1000 prize money.)  Parent contributions of an additional $236.15 for the summer’s student exchange activities brought the student exchange expenses in under budget. Motion by George Barks to adopt the treasurer’s report; 2nd Claudia Lindwall; all ayes.
Nomination of Next Year’s Officers: Deborah appointed Merna and Claudia Lindwall as the nominating committee. Nominations can be sent to them prior to the November general meeting.  Nominations can also be made from the floor at the November meeting. Members who have paid their dues by September 30 may vote for next year’s officers.
Report on Plans for International Humanitarian Award: 

The trophies will be ready September 15 and were purchased for less than the $300 budgeted (for three).  The awards (trophies and proclamations) will be presented at the September 28 Hermosa Beach City Council meeting.  The association will celebrate with a potluck at the Kiwanis Hall, beginning at 6:30. Those in the hall will watch the awards presentation on TV, after which Deborah and the honorees will join the party at the hall.
Update on Plans for Biannual Auction:  Merna obtained 50–60 auction items at the Fiesta de las Artes (having a total value of approximately $2500).  Members should keep Merna informed of the auction items they obtain and should keep Cathy informed of their ticket sales (and turn in the money they collect).  Hermosa Cyclery is donating a bike.  Don has been taking pictures of auction items for the brochure.  Merna passed a food sign-up sheet.  We agreed to have a membership table (offering membership forms, etc.) at the auction.
Report on Student Exchange:  George has already been working hard on next year’s student exchange.  He has prepared a flyer inviting parents and students to the first informational meeting on September 27, at 6 p.m., in the Hermosa Valley tech lab. Before that, he plans to have an information table at Back to School Night, on September 23; and on September 24, he’ll make an announcement at the Friday assembly.  Geoff Hirsch is helping Deborah to prepare a Power Point presentation for parents.
George has sent an email to the membership containing his notes from the two debriefing meetings held following the 2010 student exchange.  The changes planned for next year’s student exchange include an interview process for applicants; an application for each student to fill out that requires him or her to do some thinking about the student exchange; and a mixer for participants prior to the trip to Loreto.  Also in the coming year, there will be greater focus on education and cultural exchange.  The airfare for the next trip is $417.08 (including Beach Travel fee).  We’ll develop a hardship form for parents to fill out who wish to apply for financial aid. The list of names of those going to Loreto must be in by November 30, and full payment is due by December 30.
Instead of charging a nonresident fee for applicants from Manhattan and Redondo Beach, we will require families of all participating U.S. students to join the HBSCA.  They will be given a membership form along with the form for application to the student exchange.
Nonagenda Items

· The president of the U.S.-Mexico Sister City Association received a letter from the city of Grover Beach, CA, offering surplus police equipment for donation to our sister cities in Mexico.  They’ll be sending a shipment of 15 vests, assorted spotlights, and rechargeable flashlights to George’s house, and Mike Flaherty will store the items in the city yard until we can get them to Loreto.

· George Barks asked to be reimbursed $70 for paying to pack and send the wheelchair that was donated to Loreto.  Geoff Hirsch moved that we do so; 2nd, Amparito Doolittle.  Approved.

· Amparito reports that other sister city associations have asked if we have a youth program that would want to be in contact with youth programs in other sister city organizations.  Amp will investigate sister city youth programs and write a report, so we’ll know what’s being done and if we’d be interested in having something similar.

· Deborah received a request from Linda Nicholls to start a penpal program in which Hermosa students correspond with students at the boarding school in Loreto.  The teacher in Loreto will put something together.
Announcements:  
· No October meeting, as Deborah will be away.

· The next paramedic trip to Loreto is planned for November 2 through 9.  All three of our International Humanitarian awardees will be going.

· HBSCA Scholarship recipient Kathryn Sanders sent a charming letter of thanks that was circulated during the meeting.
Adjournment/Adios:  Motion to adjourn by Claudia Lindwall at 8:15; 2nd George Barks.  All were in favor.
Respectfully submitted,

Moira Nelson
Secretary

