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Loreto’s Newly Remodeled Salvatierra Plaza:
As was shared in our January 2021 Newsletter, the Salvatierra Plaza in front of the Loreto Mission and
Museum has been under construction since December 2020. It is FINALLY completed and it’s looking great!
(See original news story from December here…) It was funded by State and Federal Grants through the
Administracion Portuaria Integral (API), which is like our US Port Authority. This grant provided funding for
improvements to the Malecón, building the Arch at the entrance to Salvatierra from the Malecón, and this
third and final project to improve the Salvatierra Plaza.

The photos above are looking to the east with
Museum and Mission to the left. (Taken with my
iPhone)
AND THIS BEAUTIFUL PHOTO TO THE RIGHT was
taken by professional photographer Richard Jackson.
(He and his wife Jill are Corporate Members, owners
of Las Cabañas de Loreto.) The photo is looking
north-west across the new plaza to the Mission and
Museum. I hope you are all excited to see it in
PERSON in October for our Annual Trip to Loreto!
(Click here for info on our October 2021 trip.)

Spotlight on HBSCA Corporate Members:
A few months ago, I highlighted the new HBSCA Corporate Members in Loreto: Las Cabanas de Loreto,
Mission Loreto Properties, and Casa Mangos. They all recently joined our work this year and we are very
grateful for the support! This month let’s get to know our corporate members who are LONG-TIME
supporters of our work!
Let’s begin with Corporate Member George Barks, who probably needs no
introduction! We know him as our beloved Vice President and Director of the
Student Exchange Program. He is also a three-time Mayor of Hermosa Beach (as he
will often remind us!) but perhaps less known is that he is a savvy businessman. His
business, TM Racing USA, provides parts for racing enthusiasts from all over the
country. He has over 30 years experience as a US importer of TM products. He also owns commercial
property in Hermosa Beach and stays connected and involved with Hermosa Happenings. Most recently
he has joined Hermosa Beach Kiwanis and is currently serving as President. George has kept our
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Congressionally Recognized Student Exchange program alive and vibrant for many years. When
participation from Hermosa Beach began to wane, he began recruiting from across the other beach cities
and literally saved the program! Mil gracias George for all your service and commitment!
Corporate Member Patricia Woolley Belasco was highlighted in our
November 2020 Newsletter. She was married to Jack Belasco, the
Founding Father of HBSCA and visited Loreto with him. She was there
when the idea of providing Paramedic Training to the Loreto Bomberos was
born in 1998! In fact, she has been a very generous supporter of the
Paramedic Training Program in particular for many years! She participated
in HBSCA’s “Protecting Our Shared Environment” Conference in 2000 with
her husband Jack and HBSCA past President Dick McCurdy. See more on
this in our April 2020 Newsletter. Pat is a local artist who lives in Manhattan Beach and until recently had a
studio in San Pedro. As a published illustrator, she is perhaps best known for her illustrations in The Thrift
Store Bears. She has done the cover art for the Woman’s Club of Hermosa Beach Yearbook for many years.
Most recently, she participated in Manhattan Beach’s “Perspective” exhibit, her entry is shown above.
Muchas Gracias Pat for all your support!
Corporate Member Steve Collins of Hermosa Cyclery is another unsung
hero! Steve and his business partners are committed to supporting
philanthropic work in Hermosa. I hope you’ll ask him to tell you the amazing
story of how he and his partners came to own Hermosa Cyclery. It’s a
testament to hard work and love of community! Hermosa Cyclery donates
amazing bicycles not just to HBSCA but to Woman’s Club of Hermosa Beach
and other local organizations for fundraising events. Even more importantly,
they provide the bicycles for our famous Strand Ride in the summer during
the Student Exchange. Our Loreto students LOVE cycling the strand from end to end and they are able to
do it thanks to Steve and Hermosa Cyclery! He and his lovely wife always attend community events and are
dedicated to giving back and making a difference! One of these days we will get Steve and his family those
passports and get them down to LORETO so he can see for himself what his generosity supports! Muchas
gracias Steve AND Hermosa Cyclery!
Corporate Members Penny Friedrich and her
husband Ralph (aka Rocky) joined HBSCA on our annual trip to Loreto a few years ago. They had a
wonderful time and have since become Corporate Members. Penny is also an active member of the
Woman’s Club of Hermosa Beach, volunteers with the Redondo Beach Police Departments Domestic
Violence Unit, and has worked with Children’s Hospital Los Angeles Auxiliary at the Thrift Store on Aviation
for many years. Rocky’s company provides engineering consultation services. They can often be spotted
walking their dogs on the strand in Hermosa and mingling with the neighbors on 31st Street! Muchas
gracias Penny and Rocky, we are so grateful for your support!
Our newest Corporate Member is Hermosa resident Dr. Britt Durham. He
and his fiancé LolyAnn Gordovez joined HBSCA just before CA locked down.
But that hasn’t stopped them from becoming fast friends of Loreto! They
visited last October even though we canceled our Annual Trip. They came
down again in June to celebrate Loly’s birthday! And they will participate in
the Annual Trip this October! (Click here for annual trip details.) Dr. Britt is
a General Emergency Medicine Doctor affiliated with PIH Hospital-Downey
and UCLA Medical Center as well as on staff at Exer Urgent Care in Redondo Beach. LolyAnn is a Registered
Nurse and originally from the Philippines. On her first visit to Loreto she felt right at home and is now an
avid fan! They were featured in the December 2020 Newsletter. Muchas gracias! We’re lucky to have you
both on the team!
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The State of COVID in Loreto:
Who knew that after all this time we would STILL be fighting this Pandemic?! along with so many
other locations, Loreto has seen a tragic surge over the last month. This mysterious disease still
has so many unknowns, as is illustrated in this New York Times article.
Loreto has a registration process in place for vaccinations and now all adults, 18 and over, are
eligible. Mostly the vaccine being given is Astra-Zeneca, although some people in Loreto have
received Pfizer.
BCS Governor Carlos Mendoza Davis stated in June, as the uptick in cases was becoming alarming,
that the state will consider shutting down again if cases continue to rise unabated, but many
doubt this will happen as the first lockdown severely crippled the economy and left so many
Mexicans without jobs and resources.
For more information on the daily state of COVID in Baja Ca Sur, you can visit
https://coronavirus.bcs.gob.mx/casos-covid-19/ This site shows reported COVID cases by
municipality. If you scroll down, you can actually click on “Loreto” as a municipality and see the
breakdowns for each neighborhood.

And Finally:
● PLEASE NOTE: Our next General Membership Meeting is on Monday, August 9, 2021 at
6:30pm. We are going to try meeting on the SECOND Monday of the month for the next
few months. Here is the ZOOM link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84072032779
● Join us on our ANNUAL ADULT TRIP to Loreto this October. Click here for all the details!
● Do you need your knives sharpened? Visit Maximus' Knife Sharpening
● Please visit our Website and follow us on FaceBook!

