HBSCA N EWS
Hermosa Beach Sister City Association Newsletter
VOL. 2, ISSUE 5 NOVEMBER 2021 – From Liz Ramirez, President HBSCA
Loreto has a New Comandante Bomberos (Fire Chief):
Francisco Javier Garcia Duarte Loreto Mayor, Paola Cota Davis, has appointed Francisco Javier Garcia
Duarte as the new Chief of the Loreto Fire Department. Comandante
Francisco began his career as a Loreto Firefighter in 2003. He passed
HBSCA’s US certification for Paramedics Training in 2006. As reported
previously, having an actual firefighter as the leader of the department
is very rare. Normally a political posting, this is wonderful news as he
understands the needs of the department from every aspect. He has
already implemented weekly firefighting training on Saturdays for the
entire department. Most recently serving as the head of the
government workers union, he is well-versed in leadership and
supporting workers’ rights and he knows his way around city hall.
Born in Ensenada, Baja California, Comandante Francisco has lived in
Loreto for over 35 years. His top priority is to finally realize the dream
of constructing a training center at the Loreto Fire
Department.
He has been working with the
Ayuntamiento (City Hall) for support and is re-working the
original plans from years ago with an architect. He has
already solicited permission from the city to conduct an
inspection of the “old and unused” vehicles in the lot to
see what can be officially “decommissioned” and sold off
or simply taken away. This process is similar to the
red-tape we have to go through in the US to “junk” old
capital assets. Which is why it has taken so long to
accomplish, no one likes red-tape. But our new
Comandante is making great inroads in accomplishing what has been left off the task list for too
many years.
Another long-time need and immediate goal of the Comandante is to create a working mechanic
shop with the tools needed to service all vehicles, including fire trucks, water trucks, and
ambulances. They all need regular maintenance to continue working and he is working with City
Hall to ensure maintenance is performed on a regular basis. Along with this, he is working to
improve the existing storeroom and implement improved inventory procedures.
Comandante Francisco, known affectionately as “Pancho Uno,” understands the challenges he
faces in the financial support to realize his goals as well as the need to increase the skills of his
entire department. He knows that good leadership and the support of the community will take
our beloved firefighters to the next level of service.
When asked what he would like to say to the Hermosa Beach Sister City Association, he
responded with, “My sincere and tremendous gratitude for all you have done for so many years
for Loreto and the Firefighters!” And we say Muchas Gracias to you, too, Comandante!
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Sister Cities Visit to Loreto Last month, we held our Annual Visit to Loreto to
coincide with Loreto’s founding on October 25, 1697.
It was a very special trip for many reasons. One, we
did not have an Annual Trip in 2020 due to the Global
Pandemic. Two, we invited Ventura Sister City
Association to join us. And three, the newly elected
government had just taken office in Loreto. To coin a
phrase by our beloved Dr. Tany Collins, it was
“another successful” visit!
Fr. Tom Elewaut, pastor of the San BuenaVentura
Mission and Carl Morehouse, Chair of the Ventura
Sister City Association were joined by six more from
the Ventura team, including Ventura City Council
Member Mike Johnson and his wife Dr. Aimee Brecht-Doscher. From HBSCA, we had 14 members
and friends fly in, as well as members already in Loreto like Brenda and Dino Garland and Susie
Moon and Bob Wyler. We also added 5 new members who participated in our events and
decided to join HBSCA! Woo hoo!
While we did not have a cooking class this year, we did get to see how goat cheese is made and
make our own tortillas at Rancho Viejo! Fr. Tom celebrated Mass at both the Loreto Mission and
the San Javier Mission which was so very special for us and the residents of Loreto and San Javier!
Some folks came down to Loreto for a week, others just 4 days, but it was all so much fun! Boat
trips to Coronado island, Walking Tours of downtown Loreto, visits to the Fire Department and
Casa Hogar, driving to Mulege and up to San Javier, a presentation at Eco-Alianza, not to mention
the welcome and farewell FIESTAS all made for a great visit to our Sister City!
One highlight was the rekindling of the Sister City relationships between Hermosa Beach, Ventura,
and Loreto. Newly elected Loreto Mayor Paola Cota Davis presented both cities with declarations
as we presented Loreto with ours. It was a lovely celebration in the new Salvatierra Plaza in front
of the Loreto Mission.
What a wonderful group of people who truly embody the spirit of people to people programs!
Looking forward to next year already.

Eco-Alianza Loreto As mentioned above, the staff at Eco-Alianza
welcomed our group to its headquarters (Centro
Comunitario de Medio Ambiente/Community
Center for the Environment). Even though they
were preparing for their first ever Centro de
Estudios de Medio Ambiente (CEMA) Summit,
they welcomed our group to share the amazing
projects of this Environmental Advocacy
Non-Profit in Loreto. Here is a video that
provides more information on Eco-Alianza. You can also visit their website.
Eco-Alianza recently celebrated their 14th Annual Fundraiser Gala on November 13. it was a
special night dedicated to raising funds for the environmental work they do. Gracias Eco-Alianza
Loreto!
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And Back at Home in Hermosa Beach“Hermosa for the Holidays” is Coming Up:
The Hermosa Beach Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Bureau has planned
a wonderfully updated Holiday event this year over the weekend of Nov.
19-21, 2021. Read all about it in the Daily Breeze here. HBSCA Treasurer
Merna Marshall (mernamarshall@gmail.com) has volunteered to chair a
booth for HBSCA at “Non-Profit Village” for the Tree lighting event on
Sunday, Nov 21. We need volunteers to help us staff the booth!
Sign up here. Even if you can’t volunteer, come on out and visit and enjoy some Holiday Cheer!

And Finally:
● Our next General Membership Meeting will be on Monday, January 10, 2022 at 6:30pm.
Here is the ZOOM link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87301757362
● Ready to LIVE THE DREAM in Loreto? New Properties for Sale! Visit Mision Loreto Properties
● COVID-19 info for Loreto. https://coronavirus.bcs.gob.mx/casos-covid-19/
● Do you need your knives sharpened? Visit Maximus' Knife Sharpening
● Order an Eco-Alianza Loreto Calendar Here - Makes a Great Christmas Gift!
● Please visit our Website and join us on FaceBook

THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS!

Patricia Woolley Belasco

